
Your NRM Levy at work in the 
Loxton Waikerie Council area

Natural Resources SA Murray-Darling Basin 
(SAMDB) has partnered with three Riverland 
Councils on good cat management issues in the 
Riverland. 

The Riverland Natural Resources Management 
(NRM) Local Government Advisory Group raised 
the issue with the Natural Resources SA Murray-
Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Board 
(SAMDB NRM) Board. A working group was then 
established to look at the issues of feral cats. 

After a few meetings it was clear there was a larger 
problem closer to home with the management of 
domestic and semi-owned cats.

The partners, Natural Resources SAMDB, the 
three Riverland Councils, Riverland Veterinary 
Practice, Animal Welfare League, Dog and Cat 
Management Board and community members 
discussed stories and their own view points before 
presenting the SAMDB NRM Board with a number 
of recommendations for how they thought good cat 
management could be promoted in the Riverland. 

The group also linked with various community 
projects and promoted them in the Riverland. This 
included:

• “Chipblitz” with Lost Pets of South Australia 
in Berri and Loxton leading to 550 pets being 
micro-chipped

• Monitoring feral cats using the mobile 
app FeralCatScan, promoting the app and 
supporting the establishment and promotion 
of an SAMDB region web dashboard and URL 
on the FeralCatScan website. This page holds 
local information and stories on feral cats

• Local schools engaged in domestic cat 
tracking with the NRM Education team and 
Berri Barmera LAP through University South 
Australia’s Discovery Circle.

Good cat management in the Riverland



Working in partnership
Natural Resources SAMDB and the District Council 
of Loxton Waikerie work together for the region in a 
range of areas such as: 

• native species restoration and conservation
• pest management
• supporting land managers
• building community capacity
• recreation and tourism
• education in schools
• fire management
• regional planning.

Following are some examples of how natural 
resources management programs benefit the 
community in the Loxton Waikerie Council region.

Native species restoration 
and conservation
We work to protect and maintain the native plants 
and animals that remain in the region.  Local 
projects include: 

• work with the Yatco Wetland Landcare Group 
on various works at Yatco Wetland. 

• environmental watering of four wetlands; 
Akuna, Wigley Reach, Markaranka and Maize 
Island.

• helping to coordinate a landscape approach to 
goat management in the Peebinga and Karte 
areas to protect vegetation and important 
habitats for threatened birds.

• working with community to manage the 
significant population of Regent Parrots.

Pest management
Pest plants and animals have a serious impact on our 
native plants, animals, ecosystems and agriculture. 
Specifically in the Loxton Waikerie council area we 
have been working on the following: 

• providing subsidised fox baits to landholders in 
the Loxton area in conjunction with the Loxton 
District Landcare

• ongoing treatment and monitoring of known 
buffel grass infestations

• undertaking athol pine control on crown lands 
near the Waikerie lookout

• undertaking boxthorn control at Maize Island 
with the Green Army

• undertaking boxthorn and boneseed control 
on Katarapko Island, opposite Loxton.

Supporting land managers
Throughout the Loxton Waikerie region, we support 
land managers through the following ways:

• assisting with queries around the protection 
and management of native vegetation

• helping protect the important species that are 
found on their property

• working with landholders in the Mantung and 
Maggea areas to target threats to biodiversity 
and agricultural production

• working with landholders around Browns Well 
to coordinate fox and rabbit control

• provision of the automatic weather station 
network

• provision of free training and workshops, such 
as apple and citrus netting enclosures field 
days.

Local landholders attend the apple and citrus netting 
enclosures field day to learn about improving fruit 
production and water efficiency.

Blocking off a culvert at Katarapko for e-watering to 
improve the ecological health of the floodplains and 
wetlands.



 Youth Engagement
The Natural Resources SAMDB education program 
works with several schools in the Loxton Waikerie 
Council area. Some of the programs include:

• Young Environmental Leaders Program which 
provides year 5-7 students with knowledge, 
skills and hands-on opportunities to manage 
our natural resources into the future

• River Murray Youth Council Program for high 
school students. This year students focus on 
Maize Island Conservation Park near Waikerie 
and are taking part in hands-on projects to 
improve the park including revegetation, 
mapping a walking trail and working to map 
and protect cultural sites.

• Waterwatch, a water monitoring program
• professional development workshops for 

teachers and parents on natural resources 
management topics.

Regional planning
Natural Resources SAMDB has been working closely 
with the District Council of Loxton Waikerie, local 
industry groups, Aboriginal communities and non-
government organisations to develop a Regional 
Action Plan for the SAMDB region.  

The Plan uses an evidence-based approach to 
identify priority NRM issues and actions needed over 
the next 3-5 years.  The Plan is developed at a sub-
regional scale to bring to life the current ten year 
Strategic NRM Plan at the local level. The Plan will 
be a useful decision-support tool to make informed 
decisions about the areas we should invest time and 
money.  

Managing water resources
The NRM levy is invested to help people share 
our water resources, to make sure there is water 
to sustain urban communities, ensure continued 
economic activity and, importantly, to take care of 
the environment that supports our water resources.

Connecting communities
The South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Natural 
Resources Management (SAMDB NRM) Board offers 
NRM Connecting Communities Grants to support 
not-for-profit organisations and local governments.

Grants have been offered to groups in the Loxton 
Waikerie area to raise awareness of NRM issues, 
increase knowledge and skills, support volunteers, 
and engage Aboriginal groups and communities.

Young Environmental Leaders meet a local on the river 
front at Waikerie.

Natural Resources SAMDB and the community work 
together to manage Regent Parrot populations.

Healthy soil and water means primary production can be 
sustained into the future.



For more information
P 08 8532 9100

E samdbenquiries@sa.gov.au

www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/
samurraydarlingbasin

Natural Resources Centre, Murray Bridge
110A Mannum Road

How are these programs funded?

The natural resources management (NRM) levy is 
one source of funding for many of these programs. 

The NRM levy is used to leverage significant external 
funds from many sources including the Australian 
Government and that money comes directly into the 
region to support the much needed programs in the 
District Council of Loxton Waikerie.

What is the NRM levy?

The NRM Levy has two components:
• The Regional NRM Levy – based on rateable 

property value and collected via Council rates.
• The NRM Water Levy – based on water licence 

and water allocation.

Why do we have an NRM levy?

Taking care of our soil, water, air and natural 
landscapes is everyone’s responsibility, and the NRM 
levy allows for everyone to share the cost.

The NRM levies underpin our region’s vision for 
a healthy living landscape meeting the social, 
environmental, economic and cultural needs of the 
community, and ensuring the rights and wellbeing 
of future generations

How is the NRM levy helping me? 

The NRM levy helps us to look after our soil, water, 
air and natural landscapes, this benefits everyone. 

Funds raised through the NRM levy are used for 
a variety of regional NRM priorities including 
sustainable land management, vegetation and 
water management, citizen science, and community 
education and awareness. 

Who pays the NRM levy?

Anyone who owns rateable property (that is, pays 
council rates) contributes towards the NRM levy.

This levy is collected annually as part of the council 
rates notice and is returned to the region through 
NRM levy funded programs. 

How much levy do I pay?

In the Loxton Waikerie Council area, the average levy 
per rateable property is under $51.02 per annum for 
Regional NRM levy payers.

Water licence holders contribute to the NRM levy
by paying $6.30 per ML for water allocated, or a
minimum annual fee. The minimum annual fee for
2016-17 is $200.

Frequently asked questions


