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Section 1 
  



INTRODUCTION 

Community Land Classification 

All local government land with the exception of roads, either owned or managed by Council under its 
care and control management, is classified as Community Land under the Local Government Act 
1999. Land can however be exempt from this classification via legislation or revoked by resolution of 
Council. 

The purpose of land attaining ‘Community Land’ status is to ensure the community bene fits from its 
use or that it is recognized for its special historical and cultural significance. It is therefore Council’s 
responsibility to manage the land so as to meet the expectations of the community.  

Over time the expectations of the community may change and the demands on Community Land 
and the protections that come with it are no longer necessary or it is seen as surplus to the 
communities needs. Council may decide to engage with the community to sell the land and channel 
the proceeds to projects that would serve the needs of the community more beneficially. 

Revocation of Community Land Process 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1999, before Council can sell land classified as 
Community Land, it must first consult with the broader community and provide the public the 
opportunity to consider any proposal to sell the land and to offer feedback for Council ’s 
consideration. 

The Local Government Act 1999 section 194 requires that a report on the proposal to revoke 
Community Land classification must be prepared and placed on display; Council website plus other 
forms of display (refer Guidance Paper, Effective Consultation pp 61). The report describes the 
proposal, the reasons behind the proposal, the location of the land, and what is to be done with the 
land once the Community Land classification has been removed. In addition Council must follow its 
adopted Public Consultation Policy to inform the public of the proposal to revoke land with the 
intention to sell. Feedback from the community is presented to Council for consideration, if a 
decision is made to proceed with the revocation an application is made to the Minister for approval.  

The report for public consultation provides the following (refer Guidance Paper, Notice of the 
Proposal to the Public pp 6-72): 

 A summary of the reasons for the proposal 
 Details which readily identify the land inclusive of plans, maps and the Certificate of Title 

reference of the lands location 
 A statement of Council’s proposal to revoke the community status of the land and how any 

proceeds received on disposal is to be used 
 An invitation for interested persons to make a submission in relation to the proposal  
 Closing date of submissions and how further information of the proposal may be obtained 

Revocation of Community Land classification entitles the land to be freed from any dedication, 
reservation or trust that may affect the use and future sale of the land.  

  

                                                                 
1
 Guidance Paper, Section 194 – Revocation of Community Land Classification. Release date 27 September 2018 

2
 Guidance Paper, Section 194 – Revocation of Community Land Classification. Release date 27 September 2018  



Ministers Approval 

Once a decision has been made to make application to the Minister for approval, a report must be 
prepared to the Minister as per the Local Government Act 1999 section 194(3)(a) that includes a 
copy of every submission received during the public consultation period and a report as to their 
effect. The Minister is unable to make a decision without receiving evidence that the public have 
been duly consulted and that adequate notification has been provided. The Minister has the 
discretion to reject or approve the proposal. 

In the event that the Minister approves the revocation of the land, Council is granted the authority 
to pass a resolution to revoke the classification of the land as Community Land. Once that resolution 
is made the sale process can begin. 
 

  



 
 
 

Section 2 
  



THE LAND 

Land Description 

The District Council of Loxton Waikerie is considering a proposal to revoke the Community Land 
classification of a parcel of Crown Land that the Council has care and control management over at 
James Street, Wunkar for the purpose of selling the land to a private investor. Council will engage a 
real estate agent to handle an open market sale of the land inviting all potential investors to offer a 
bid. Proceeds from the sale will be held in general revenue and used to benefit the residents of the 
District’s communities with preference given to the township of Wunkar. 

The parcel of land being considered for revocation is the whole of the land comprised in Crown 
Record Volume 5755 Folio 566 (being Allotment 94 in Hundred Plan H700700) located at James 
Street, Wunkar which is highlighted in yellow on the aerial photograph below. 

The total size of the Land being considered for revocation is approximately  11,160 square metres. 

 

The land fronts James Street and Norman Street. 

The area surrounding the block is thick Mallee scrub made up of a combination of privately owned 
land parcels and Crown Land (former children’s playground). The proposed land is approximately 
500m from the Wunkar township centre denoted by the Golden Grain Tavern on Railway Terrace. 

There are no easements. 



 



  



 

 

 

Section 3 

  



PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

Public Notice 

Published in The Murray Pioneer, The Loxton News, and The River News on 4 March 2020 

District Council of Loxton Waikerie 

Revocation of Land from 
Classification as Community Land 

Pursuant to Sec 194 Local Government Act 1999 
--------------------------------------------------- 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 1999 section 194 and in 
accordance with Council’s Community 
Engagement Policy, that the District Council of 
Loxton Waikerie, resolved at its meeting held 17 
May 2019, that the public be consulted over the 
proposal to remove the Community Land 
classification of land located at James Street 
Wunkar. More particularly described as: 

 The whole of the land comprised in Crown 
Record Volume 5755 Folio 566 (being 
Allotment 94 in Hundred Plan H700700) 

Council is considering the revocation of the 
community land classification of the land for the 
purposes of making the land available for sale to a 
private investor. 
Council is seeking feedback from the community 
on this proposal. 
Following public consultation, a further report will 
be submitted to Council to enable it to consider 
public submissions received in relation to the 
proposed revocation. 
A report and plan are displayed on Council’s 
Website www.loxtonwaikerie.sa.gov.au. 
Interested persons may obtain further information 
by contacting the Asset & Property Management 

Officer on: 8541 0700 or Council@lwdc.sa.gov.au. 
Written submissions on the proposal are invited. 
The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm Friday 
3 April 2020. 

 

David Beaton Chief Executive Officer 

 

  

http://www.loxtonwaikerie.sa.gov.au/
mailto:Council@lwdc.sa.gov.au


Council Website 

Revocation of Community Land – James Street, Wunkar 

The area identified in the photograph below in yellow is land classified as Community Land, Council 
has identified this land as being surplus to its needs and is considering revoking the lands 
Community Land status to allow it to be sold. The land is the site of the former Wunkar Primary 
School and has not been used in any capacity for over 20 years. Council will seek to sell the land to a 
private investor, proceeds from the sale will be held in general revenue and used to benefit the 
residents of the District’s communities with preference given to the township of Wunkar. 

The land fronts James Street and Norman Street. 

The area surrounding the block is thick Mallee scrub made up of a combination of privately owned 
land parcels and Crown Land (former children’s playground). The proposed land is approximately 
500m from the Wunkar township centre denoted by the Golden Grain Tavern on Railway Terrace. 

The total area of the Land being considered for revocation is approximately 11,160 square metres. 

There are no easements. 

 

Community and Stakeholder Engagement 

Engaging the community in the revocation of Community Land is a significant part of the revocation 

process. This being the case, Council invites all stakeholders and members of the community to offer 

their views on Council’s proposal to revoke the Community Land classification of land located at 

James Street, Wunkar. 

  



Proposed Signage site 

District Council of Loxton Waikerie 

Revocation of Land from 
      Classification as Community Land 

James Street, Wunkar 

Council is considering the revocation of the Community Land classification of James Street, 

Wunkar being the area marked in yellow on the aerial photograph, for the purpose of selling 

the land to a private investor. 

 

Proceeds from the sale will be held in general revenue and used to benefit the residents of 

the District’s communities with preference given to the township of Wunkar. 

Members of the public are invited to provide feedback on this proposal. A report on the 

proposal maybe viewed on the Council website www.lwdc.sa.gov.au 

You may request details of this proposal to be posted to you by contacting the Asset & 

Property Management Officer on 8541 0700 or email council@lwdc.sa.gov.au 

The closing date for written submissions is 5.00pm Friday 3 April 2020 

 

  

http://www.lwdc.sa.gov.au/
mailto:council@lwdc.sa.gov.au


Plan of where the revocation signs are to be installed at the site 

 
                                   Each sign is a standard A0 size 

Have your say 

The consultation period begins Wednesday 4 March 2020 and closes on Friday 3 April 2020. 

You can provide your feedback by: 

 Writing to: 
Asset & Property Management Officer 
District Council of Loxton Waikerie 
PO Box 409 
Loxton  SA  5333 

 Submitting a letter to Council or your comments via email on Council@lwdc.sa.gov.au 

Your feedback is valuable 

The public has a period of at least 21 days to provide their views and opinions to Council about the 
revocation proposal. Once the public consultation process has been completed, a report inclusive of 
the consultative results will be presented to Council  for consideration in their decision to continue 
with the revocation of Community Land classification process. 

mailto:Council@lwdc.sa.gov.au


District Council of Loxton Waikerie 

Report on the revocation of classification as community land 

Section 194 of the Local Government Act 1999 

Report on the proposal to revoke the Community Land classification of the whole of the 
land comprised in Crown Record Volume 5755 Folio 566 (being Allotment 94 in Hundred 
Plan H700700), located at James Street, Wunkar. 

Reason for the Proposal 

Council wishes to sell the land that is currently unoccupied to a private investor for the purposes of 
developing the site as their private residence. 

Council’s responsibility to its local community is to manage dedicated land parcels in order to 
provide that land for the enjoyment of the community. When Council recognizes that the benefits to 
the community are no-longer available or the expectations of the community have changed 
rendering the land surplus to Communities needs, Council may chose to divest itself from the 
management of that land.  

Consequently, Council is considering a proposal to revoke the community land classification of land 
Council has care and control management over located at James Street, Wunkar. Due to the 
community land classification, Council is required under the Local Government Act 1999 section 194 
to apply to the Minister to have the community land status revoked in order to sell the land on the 
open market. 

More specifically, the land that is being considered for this proposal is described as the whole of the 
land comprised in Crown Record Volume 5755 Folio 566 (being Allotment 94 in Hundred Plan 
H700700). 

How will the proposal affect the local community? 

The land is currently unused by the local community as it is no-longer functions as a Primary School. 
It is considered that the communities living in the area prefer to send their children to the larger 
townships of Loxton and Berri because they offer better and more modern educational services. 
Wunkar is also a township no-longer occupied by a growing population due to the closing of industry 
and other services in the township. 

By selling the land to a private investor, the land can be developed for the enjoyment of a private 
residence while maintaining harmony within its surrounding landscape. Due to cost, availability of 
resources, and current restrictions denoted under community land classification, future upgrades 
are beyond the resources of Council. 

What is the history behind this land? 

Records dating back before amalgamation (1997) and beyond indicate that this land was dedicated 
as a Primary School. Although the Primary School ceased to function approximately 20 years ago, 
much of the area remains untouched with original toilet block and administration building remaining 
in situ. 

  



What is the zoning of the land? 

Allotment 94 is currently zoned ‘PrPro’ – Primary Production. The relevant zone can be seen in the 
plan below. 

 

Are there any registered interests over the land? 

There are no easements located on the land 

What could happen on the land if it is sold? 

Rezoning of the land parcel is not under consideration, any future sale to a private investor is 
restricted by its current primary production zoning. 
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Extract of Council meeting minutes relating to proposed land sale

,thCouncil meeting held 17In May 2019

16. Corporate & Community Services Reports

16. 1 Sale ofWunkar Prim School Land Parcel
Cr Flavel entered at 1 1.40 am.

Cr Norton moved Cr Vowles seconded
That Council:

1. That Council declares that it is intent to revoke the Community Land
status for the land pursuant to section 194 of the Local Government
Act 1999 with the intent to offer the land for sale.

2. Similarly council recommends to the Minister to revoke the
dedication to the Council of the old Wunkar Primary School site CR
5755/566 as part of the process.

CARRIED

This is a true copy of the original document being an extract from the Council meeting
,thminutes held 17I n 

May 2019.

David Beaton

Chief Executive Officer

District Council of Loxton Waikerie

Signature: ^ " ^t-'

<^.. ^ / /Print name:




