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Waikerie Australia Day Citizen of the Year 

Awards announced 

The District Council of Loxton Waikerie have announced the 2020 Waikerie winners of the 
Australia Day Awards. Mayor Leon Stasinowsky advises that this year’s Waikerie Citizen of the 
Year is awarded to Karen Richardson and Event of the Year went to the Waikerie Christmas tree 
Trail. 

 

Waikerie Citizen of the Year – Karen Richardson 
Karen hailed from Deniliquin in New South Wales and then moved to Adelaide to complete her primary 
school teaching studies.  In 1983 Karen won a position to teach at the Waikerie Primary School and 
has taught there ever since.  She retired in 2011 but still relief teaches when she can.  
 
Karen was provided the opportunity in 1997 to teach in Canada on a 12 month teacher exchange which 
has been one of her professional highlights.  One of Karen’s loves between her volunteering 
responsibilities has been traveling the world. 
 
Karen’s community involvement is broad and includes countless hours to the Waikerie and the broader 
community: 

• Volunteers at the Waikerie Primary School listening to children read and has worked with 
individual students to support their learning.   

• Facilitates class art lessons across reception to year 7 to teach and supports students with 
creating art to display at events such as the Royal Adelaide Show, Waikerie Flower Show and 
Rain Moth Gallery for all the Waikerie Primary Schools 

• Karen was always willing to take on extra responsibilities such as being a staff representative 
on the Governing Council and Grounds Committee and organising many and varied social 
functions for staff and families at the Waikerie Primary School. 

• Member of the Waikerie Primary School Centenary Committee in 2013 

• In 2018 Karen was bestowed the Paul Harris Fellow in recognition of her services to the Rotary 
Club of Waikerie.  In addition, she was part of a team which oversees the smooth running of the 
Waikerie Op Shop including the artistic presentation of the shop, finances, storage and disposal 
of clothing.  2020 Karen is serving as joint Coordinator of the Waikerie Rotary Op Shop. 

• Served as the Protection Compliance Officer on risk management of Rotary events such as the 
Food Fair, Street Festival, Red Hat Day, Bowel Screening and Driver Awareness events. 

• Days for Girls is a global movement that Karen has supported and encourages locals to also 
assist in providing sustainable female hygiene kits to women and girls to break the cycle of 
poverty and live with dignity. 

• Whilst being retired Karen has helped on the Citrus SA stand at the Royal Adelaide Show.  This 
saw the stand volunteers squeeze and sell 600 cups of juice per day, cut pieces of fruit, make 
tasting plates and give away fruit.  In 2017 the Citrus stand won first prize for design and 
customer services.  Karen was instrumental in this award as she coordinated the artwork for the 
stand 

• Served on the old Waikerie Caravan Park Board. 

• A member and volunteer of Bicycle SA for many years organising multi-day cycling tours 
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throughout South Australia and Western Victoria with the focus on communities - always putting 
their interests first. 

• Runs local fundraisers at her home for the Biggest Morning Tea for Cancer Research. 

• Assisted with planting trees by the silos and recently helped Lions cook breakfast for the River 
Run fundraiser. 

• Karen has been an active member of the Rain Moth Gallery since 2008 and has served as shop 
volunteer, committee member, Exhibition Coordinator and in 2020 she is the Rain Moth Gallery 
Chairperson. 

 
Karen is a hands-on person, a great ambassador for Waikerie who resonates a positive and generous 
attitude.  She is willing to do any job thrown at her without a complaint – this kind of attitude makes us 
proud to have Karen living and volunteering in Waikerie. 

The Community Event of the Year Award went to the Waikerie Christmas Tree Trail  

The Waikerie Christmas Street Decorating Working Group was developed due to community 
demand six years ago to broaden the visual Waikerie CBD Christmas decorations.   

The working group in that time have lite the Waikerie Norfolk pine tree with funding assistance from 
Waikerie Service Clubs and Council, provided Christmas wreaths, street banners, three Christmas 
trees in White Street, red bows on trees and in 2019 and 2020 added another element to 
Christmas by engaging the community to join in to decorate 3D wooden Christmas trees to form a 
Christmas Tree Trail. 

The Christmas Tree Trail project has been developed as a community partnership encouraging 
schools and community groups to be creative to decorate a 3D 2.4 metre wooden Christmas tree/s 
to be installed in Federation Park, creating an open-air Christmas tree trail for the public and 
tourist’s enjoyment. 

The Waikerie Christmas Tree Trail is free to view and encouraged by all to attend from Monday 23 
October 2020 to Monday 18 January 2021. 

Acknowledgement must go to the fantastic efforts of the eight working group members for their 
initiatives, hard work and countless volunteer hours associated with spreading the festive cheer to 
Waikerie.   

Congratulations to the Waikerie Christmas Decorating Working Group on extending and providing 
a comprehensive display of festive items that unites the community, we hope the trail will continue 
for many years to come. 

 

Mayor Leon Stasinowsky congratulated everybody that entered the awards - the list of nominees 
was extensive and all were very deserving. Volunteers are the foundation of a strong community and 
on behalf of the community, we are truly grateful for the many hours our local volunteers have 
committed to the betterment of our district. The 2020 award winners had demonstrated excellence 
in their chosen fields and outstanding commitment to furthering community pride. 

 

The Waikerie award winners will be publicly recognised for their achievements at the Waikerie 
Australia Day Extravaganza commencing at 7.30pm on Saturday 23 January 2021. 

 

For further information please contact Mayor Leon Stasinowsky either at the Council on 8584 8000 
or by email to council@loxtonwaikerie.sa.gov.au 

 

STATEMENT ENDS 
 

Further comments are available from: 

Mayor Leon Stasinowsky 
District Council of Loxton Waikerie 
East Terrace, Loxton Ph (08) 8584 8000 
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